
 

BFC Members Tour Picture Canyon 

Bent’s Fort Chapter 
January 2011 

On October 16, 2011, over 40 members 
and guests of BFC met in Pritchett, CO, 
on a beautiful warm fall day for a tour of 
Picture Canyon in the Comanche Na-
tional Grasslands. Tour Leader Lolly 
Ming introduced us to the history of this 
remarkable canyon and then let us ex-
plore it on our own. 

This canyon is one of the natural treas-
ures in our area, noted for its pre-
historic rock art, early settlement arti-
facts, natural features, and wildlife.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aubrey Cutoff branch of the Santa 
Fe Trail passed just a few miles east of 
the canyon. In the 1870‟s, cattlemen 
moved into the area creating huge 
ranches. The famous outlaw Black Jack 
Ketchum was reported to have had sev-
eral brushes with the law in the canyon. 

By the 1890‟s, homesteaders were mov-
ing in and numerous 
farming communities 
were established until 
the dust storms of the 
1930‟s destroyed 
them. Remains of the 
settlers‟ rock houses, 
fences, and cemeter-
ies can still be found.  

Just prior to WWII, the 
federal government 
began buying many of 
these defunct farms 
and eventually created the Comanche 
National Grasslands area.  

 
DON’T 

FORGET 
These 
Future 
Events 

Jan 15, 10:00, BFC 
Annual Meeting, Sen-
ior Center, Las Animas 

March 19, BFC lecture 
and tour of Camp 
Amache WWII Intern-
ment Site 

April 16, BFC annual 
work day at Boggsville 
Historic Site 

May 21, tour to Wal-
senburg, Rio Grande 
site 

June 18, private ranch 
tour August, tour to Glo-
rietta Pass Civil War Site 

July 16, Stagecoaches 

Annual membership in 
both the Santa Fe Trail As-
sociation and the Bent‟s 
Fort Chapter are due on  
January 1, 2011 

Gift Memberships make 
excellent presents 

Visit www.santafetrail.org 
for lots of good information 
on both SFTA & chapters 

For lots of photos and news 
about upcoming events, 
check out Bent’s Fort 
Chapter on Facebook 

BFC Members Meet for Orientation 

Ancient Rock Art & Modern Graffiti 

Crack Cave, Possible 
Early Astronomy site 

Remains of Homesteaders Stone 
Homes and Corrals. 

Exploring Prehistoric Artwork under 
Overhang in Canyon Wall 
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Who killed Hamilton Boyd Garton?    By Kitty Overmyer 

BFC members 
and guests 
were treated 
to a special 
presentation 
by Kitty Over-
myer at the 
November 
Education 
Meeting. Be-
low is the text 
of the talk Kitty 
gave. 

“ All of you know a lot about William 
Bent and his influence on the freighting 
road known as the Santa Fe Trail. You 
also know that he married 3 daughters 
of Cheyenne Arrow Keeper, White 
Thunder. Their children grew up as 
Cheyenne, living close to the fort, but 
learning the Cheyenne language and 
culture. We tend to get absorbed in the 
history of the Santa Fe Trail and fail to 
learn about other trade routes. The 
history of the trails and the tribes, the 
roads and the paths sometimes influ-
enced and touched each other. 

You also know the very tragic story of 
the Sand Creek Massacre. In 1864, 
George Bent [son of William Bent & 
Owl Woman] was camped there with 
Black Kettle and his family and his 
brother Charley Bent. George survived 
with a gun shot in his hip. Charley was 
carried away in an ambulance by Cap-
tain Soule. The wounded Indians made 
their way west and north to the Smoky 
[Hill] River and the Cheyenne Dog Sol-
diers camped at what the Indians 
called “Bunch of Timbers”. The 
wounded survivors had lost clothing, 
horses, teepees, food stores, and 
many friends and relatives. 

When George recovered he became 
drawn to the Dog Men, their Northern 
Cheyenne and Lakota Allies. The Dog 
Soldiers always resisted the whites, 
their encroaching roads, the emigrants 
as well as the soldiers. The overland 
routes interfered with the historical mi-
gration of the buffalo. They located 
along the Smokey Hill and Platte Riv-
ers. After the Sand Creek Massacre 
many Cheyenne moved northward and 
camped near the Northern Cheyenne 

and Lakota. 

All this you probably know. Lets look at 
another trail, another family story and 
another perspective on this time in his-
tory. 

During the years of the Oregon Trail 
and the Pony Express, there was a 
constant stream of gold seekers, set-
tlers, adventurers and freighters. One 
of those freighters was Hamilton Boyd 
Garton. He was a religious family man 
and a farmer in Illinois. His family 
moved by covered wagon to Wayne 
County, Iowa, with three children and 
had three more children. He was con-
sidered well to do. He owned several 
farms, a large house. He raised cattle, 
horses, and hogs. He heard there was 
good money to be made in freighting 
so he purchased a lot of oxen, mules, 
freight wagons, and accessories. He 
acquired a government contract to haul 
supplies to the Colorado mines in the 
Denver area. Mr. Garton had previ-
ously hauled freight to Denver and 
California several times. His son told of 
stories of real gold that his father had 
when he returned home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year after the Sand Creek Massa-
cre Mr. Garton set off with a party of 10 
wagons, each with a team of 10-14 
oxen. Among the drivers on this trip 
were his son, Elijah, his bothers-in-law 
Harve and Dick Laughlin, a nephew 
and at least 10 drivers. The oxen and 
mules were trained and the wagons 
were loaded at the Garton farm near 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, and they joined 
with a large train of 70 wagons accom-
panied by a cavalry unit. 

What was happening to the Bent 
Family after Sand Creek? 

George Bent rested at the Bent Ranch 
for a week while his hip headed. Cav-
alry patrols were seen near the ranch 
every day, viewing the Bent family with 

suspicion due to their known relation-
ships with the Cheyenne. Rather than 
put his family at risk, on New Year‟s 
Day, 1885, George left with his Chey-
enne family and joined the Dog Sol-
diers on Cherry Creek where the 
boundaries of Kansas, Colorado, and 
Nebraska come together. Here he 
found Blank Kettle‟s Cheyenne, the 
Spotted Tail Brule, and the Lakota 
Sioux camped near each other. During 
the winter of 1864-1865, the mixed 
tribes had been raiding the ranches 
along the South Platte. Now they de-
cided to attack Julesburg. 

Charlie was now 19 and committed to 
the Dog Men. He had been humiliated 
by his capture and confinement at Ft. 
Lyon and was filled with revenge for 
that as well as for Sand Creek. George 
was older, taller, and rode a thor-
oughbred. He had fighting experience 
from service with the Confederacy. 
Both were now riding with the Dog 
Men. All of the Indians in the area were 
filled with grief and eager for retribu-
tion. 

The brothers road with the allied warri-
ors westward toward Julesburg. With 
their varied dress and weapons, they 
attacked Julesburg. The victory there 
fueled the need for retribution for Sand 
Creek. Afterwards, the tribes decided 
on a three part attack: the Cheyenne 
would strike west of the Julesburg area 
toward Denver and  the Lakota's would 
hit the wagons, stations, and ranches 
along the Platte River Road east of 
Julesburg. (Black Kettle opposed this 
and returned to the Arkansas.) Thus 
began a period of very bloody at-

tacked, plundering, and killing in this 
area. (continued on page 3) 

Kitty Overmyer 

George Bent and His 
Wife Magpie 



   Who killed Hamilton Boyd Garton? continued 
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“Towards September the tribes sepa-
rated and the Southern Cheyenne be-
gan the return to the Arkansas. 

Meanwhile… 

In September, Mr. Garton and his fam-
ily had joined their 10 wagons to a train 
of 60 other wagons. Then they traveled 
south along the Platte to Nebraska City. 
They joined with the other wagons for 
the safety of numbers and for the ac-
companiment of the cavalry. The route 
followed the south side of the Platte 
River. No Indians had been seen by the 
men of the train and they felt secure 
from attacks. 

Oxen walk very slowly so by this time it 
was October 27. The men from the 
Garton party from Lineville experienced 
considerable trouble with their cattle 
and they were an hour or more behind 
the rest of the freighters. When they got 
ready to move out, the 16 year old 
Elijah slept in a wagon as did a young 
man named Selby. 

At this point, Indians attacked, killing all 
of the freighters who were found with 
the teams whether they offered resis-
tance or not.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was reported by survivors that Mr. 
Garton had urged non-resistance. 
Those killed were Hamilton Garton, his 
son Elijah, Albert Gaskil, and George 
Selby. The survivors were Dick and 
Harve Laughlin and Grandville Lane 
who had made an escape on horse-
back to the rest of the train. When Dick 
Laughlin saw the Indians coming, he 
ran to the wagon where his brother 
Harve was sleeping (he had been up all 
night with the cattle). Dick cut a horse 
loose and the two of them made a get 
away before the Indians surrounded the 
teams. Granville Lane was in charge of 
the leading team and ahead of the four 

teams got further ahead and was not 
followed by the Indians. 

The remaining men were killed, 
stripped, and one man was burned at 
the stake. The oxen were hamstrung so 
that they could not haul off the remain-
ing freight. They were burned alive with 
the wagons. Hamilton Boyd Garton and 
his son Elijah were buried in unmarked 
graves somewhere near the incident. 
(Corydon Democrat, IA) 

In the book Halfbreed is a letter from 
George Bent: „By Oct 20 we (George 
Bent and others two brothers, and the 
Dog Soldiers) once again raided the 
South Platte Rd plundering wagons 
bound for Denver.‟ In early November, 
according to Bent, they returned to the 
Solomon River and went into camp. 

My Great-great grandfather and his 
son Elijah were Killed on October 28, 
1865.  

My grandmother was Eleanor Ethel 
Garton Speer. Her father was Joseph 
Garton, the son of Hamilton Boyd Gar-
ton. The wife of Mr. Garton was Sarah 
Angeline Laughlin. It was two months 
before she received the news of the 
death of her husband and her firstborn. 
She gave birth to her eighth child within 
a week. She never remarried and the 
family became increasingly poor.  

One of the sons was Joseph Duncan 
Garton, the father of Eleanor Ethel who 
married Rollo Clayton Speer. Rev. 
Speer was a genealogist and all of this 
was well documented by the Nebraska 
and Iowa newspapers and passed on 
for those of us who care to read it. 
The estate of Mr. Garton, who was one 
of the largest landowners of the county 
at that time, sued the government for 
payment of the oxen sold by Hartley 
Bracewell to Mr. Garton. He had a gov-
ernment contract to transport freight 
across the plains. The United States 
Court of Claims was sued for $17,000 
and after 50 years paid $6,800 to the 
heirs of Mr. Garton. The heirs of Mr. 
Garton and Mr. Bracewell settled on the 
note. An heir of the family was able to 
build a house. 

I have tried to locate or get the gist of 
where this happened. South side of the 

Platte River, 4 miles from the Alkali Sta-
tion. One report said just as they were 
leaving Nebraska Territory. Apparently 
really close to Julesburg (but then an-
other report says within the Nebraska 
Territory). 

I read that they were 
buried near where 
the incident hap-
pened and then I 
read that they were 
buried in Kearney, 
Buffalo County, Ne-
braska.  

 

 

 

Did the Bent brothers kill my Great-
great Grandfather? Probably. Were 
they with the Indians that killed him? 
Quite Probably. Trails and paths and 
historical events intermingle and 
change lives.” 

Jeff Campbell... 

Also at this meeting, BFC member and 
historian Jeff 
Campbell pre-
sented research 
on the Bent 
brothers and the 
Sand Creek 
Massacre, espe-
cially the after-
math.  Mr. 
Campbell has 
researched the 
Massacre exten-
sively, and has 
written about the 
event.  

The website, www.sandcreeksite.com, 
notes that Mr. Campbell has published  
two booklets entitled, 1st Regiment Cal-
vary, Colorado Volunteers and 3rd 
Regiment Calvary, Colorado Volun-
teers.  In these documents, he has 
compiled rolls of both regiments for use 
by researchers, genealogists, and his-
torians. According to Jeff, the purpose 
of these two booklets “...was to identify 
the approximate 675 members of the 
two regiments involved or rule out who 

(continued on page 4) 



“was not there. I have not attempted to 
write a comprehensive history of the 
1st...or the 3rd...but [to] create a re-
source for those who are interested in 
the subject.” 

Jeff further noted that “...the purpose of 
these booklets is not to discuss the 
causes or effects of the Sand Creek 
Massacre or Battle, nor to determine 
whether or not it was a massacre or 
battle but to attempt to identify who in 
the regiments were there on November 
29—December 1, 1864, or to rule out 
an individual‟s probability for being there 
by cause of death, assignment or term 
of service.” 

As a former criminal investigator, Jeff 
has noted that he is interested in work-
ing with primary and original documents 
in hopes of debunking myths and gener-
alizations about the event. Copies of 

these booklets are available from Jeff 
at: Jeff Campbell, PO Box 262, Eads, 
CO, 81036, kiowalone@yahoo.com. 

Regarding the Bent brothers where-
abouts in October 1865,  Mr. Camp-
bell‟s research has located both George 
& Charley Bent on the Little Arkansas 
River (north of present day Wichita, KS) 
on October 14, 1864. The US Govern-
ment and many of the plains Indian 
chiefs (including Black Kettle) met there 
to negotiate a peace treaty. The US 
wanted peace and safe traffic on the 
Santa Fe Trail. The Indians wanted un-
restricted hunting grounds and repara-
tion for the Chivington massacre of 
Black Kettle's band.  

The treaty was concluded and signed 
on October 17th and the Cheyennes left 
on October 18th—19th. George & Char-
ley were not among the Indians who 

signed the treaty but they were re-
corded as being present at the event.  

So, could the Bents have ridden from 
the treaty site to the South Platte Road 
by October 20th to begin raiding on the 
trail as George reported in one of his 
letters? Could they have ridden from the 
treaty site to Julesburg to attach the 
Garton party on October 28th? The dis-
tance is about 400 miles on today‟s 
highways. Riding cross country, the dis-
tance would be a little shorter. Could the 
brothers have ridden that far in just a 
few days?  

No one knows for sure. However, the 
possibilities are intriguing and make for 
interesting discussions. Perhaps docu-
ments will be located that give us the 
definitive answer. 

Thanks, Kitty & Jeff, for sharing this his-
tory with us! 

Page 4 

Jeff Campbell...continued  

BFC Education Meeting...November 20, 2011 

On November 20, over 30 BFC mem-
bers & guests met at the Senior Center 
in Las Animas for our annual Education 
Meeting. In addition to the presenta-
tions by Kitty & Jeff, the following items 
were addressed: 
Financial: Treasurer Emery Murray 
reported that we have about $6,000 in 
the bank. Because chapter expenses 
are increasing, we voted to raise indi-
vidual & family dues to $15.00 a year. 
Signage & Trail Marking: the National 
Park Service has funds available for 
SFTA chapters to use to place Trail 
signs along local roads. BFC intends to 
use these funds a lot in 2011. Charlie 
Hutton asked for 2 volunteers from 
each of the counties in our area to take 
responsibility for getting permission 
from local officials for us to place these 
signs. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

BFC Note Cards: 37 of the 50 sets 
have been sold Several of the original 
paintings by BFC member Judy Camp-
bell have also sold. 
SFTA News: notes from Association 
Manager Joanne VanCoevern were 
read noting that SFTA & NPS continue 
to work on creating “GIS Databases” 
marking the Trail. Also, another “Tribal 
Listening Session” has been held with 
representatives from the Jicarrillo 
Apache, Kaw, Pawnee, and Kiowa 
Tribes to work on getting the Native 
American perspective of the SFT. 
Award of Merit: President Pat Palmer 
shared that BFC was given a special 
Award at the recent SFTA Rendezvous. 
The inscription on the award states that 
it was given “In Recognition Of Your 
Significant Contribution To The Preser-
vation, Protection, And Promotion of 
the Santa Fe Trail Especially For Tours 
And Outstanding Newsletter.” Way to 
go BFC Members! 
Granada Fort Union Military Route: 
LaDonna Hutton shared great news 
with us that this important branch of the 
Trail that runs through our area has 
now been recognized by the NPS as a 
significant part of the Trail and needs to 
be mapped and documented. BFC 
members have toured this branch a lot 

in recent years and understand its sig-
nificance. We have a lot of work to do 
before this branch is officially recog-
nized as a part of the Trail. Jeff Trot-
man, SFTA Mapping & Marking Chair-
man and Joanne VanCoevern will both 
attend our January 15th meeting to 
help us get started on this project.  
National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion: LaDonna Hutton also reported on 
an exciting new project in our area be-
ing undertaken by the NTFHP. The or-
ganization has been given a $165,000 
grant to survey sites along the SFT in 
our area and nominate them for Na-
tional Historic Site status. 
Dinner: Thank you Emery & Betty 
Murray for getting the Senior Center for 
us, for making chili, coffee, and tea, 
and making possible a wonderful meal! 



 

Questions or Comments?  

Pat Palmer 
President 
(719) 336-4323 
gpatpalmer@hotmail.com 

 

Bonnie Ratliff 
Vice-President 
(719) 469-5088 
bonnie@rural-com.com 

 

LaDonna Hutton 
Secretary 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 

 

Emery Murray 
Treasurer 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

 

Betty Murray 
Membership 
(719) 456-2050 
murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

 

Lolly Ming 
Tours  
(719) 523-6968 
starbar33@yahoo.com 

 

Richard Carrillo 
Education & Nominating 
(719) 384-8054 
cuarteljo@centurytel.net 

 

Dub Couch 
Trail Preservation 
(719) 254-3000 
dubcouch@ria.net 

 

Charlie Hutton 
Trail Marking 
(719) 254-7266 
cnhutton@bresnan.com 

 

Rod Podszus 
Publications 
(719) 339-5543 
rodpodszus@gmail.com 

 

Mike Olsen 
SFTA Colorado Director 
(719) 590-1048 
mpolsen1@comcast.net 

 

Don Lowman 
Past President 

What’s Your Time Worth? 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year we‟re asked to come up 
with an estimate of the total number 
of hours we‟ve volunteered for The 

Santa Fe Trail Association. We‟re 
also asked to come up with an esti-
mate of our financial contributions: 
gas, materials, etc. So what do these 
estimates total? 

President Pat Palmer has estimated 
that in 2010 BFC members spent 
$31,800.00 in travel, lodging, meals, 
and materials promoting, protecting, 

and preserving the trail. We also put 
in over 4,000 hours of volunteer time. 

Way to go BFC members! Your vol-
unteer hours and spending help the 
NPS & SFTA protect & promote our 
Trail. Our volunteer efforts are more 
important than ever as the NPS faces 
budget cutbacks. 
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What Are You Reading? 

Kathy Wootten recently enjoyed For-
gotten Heroes and Villains of Sand 
Creek by Carol Turner. She found it at 
the Lamar library. Here‟s what one 
website had to say about the book:  
“In Forgotten Heroes and Villains of 
Sand Creek, author Carol Turner turns 
an eye to the central characters, their 
histories and how they came to be part 
of this bloody episode. This fascinating 
look at such a pivotal event, its instiga-
tors and its martyrs includes the sto-
ries of John Chivington, an ambitious 
preacher with a streak of cruelty; Cap-
tain Silas Soule, a man who is still 
honored today by the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho tribes for his efforts in saving 
their ancestors; Ned Wynkoop, one of 
Soule's compatriots who had a change 
of heart regarding the tribes; Chief 
One Eye, a persuasive and charis-
matic medicine man; and many, many 
more.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another book to consider is Chief Left 
Hand by Margaret Coel. Left Hand, a 
member of the Southern Arapaho 
Tribe,  was born in the early 1820‟s, 
probably in eastern Colorado or West-
ern Kansas. Early in his life he wit-
nessed the influx of Anglos pouring 
into Indian lands via the Santa Fe, 
Oregon, California, and Mormon 

Trails. He resolved to learn how to 
coexist with the whites and became 
fluent in English. He even visited farm-
ing communities in Iowa and Nebraska 
and hired himself out as a laborer so 
that he could learn modern agriculture 
methods. Tragically, his life and 
dreams of peaceful coexistence ended 
in the massacre at Sand Creek. Ms. 
Coel‟s book reads like a novel and is 
now  available in paperback. 



Santa Fe Trail Association 

2011 Membership Application 
 

The Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA) is composed of people from all across the 

nation who share a common interest in discovering, exploring, and celebrating this 

fascinating part of Southwestern history. The association works in close partnership 

with the National Park Service and local, state, and federal agencies to help preserve 

and protect the trail. When you join, you get… 

The opportunity to increase your knowledge of the trail by attending  national 

symposiums and other events that offer tours and lectures by experts. 

The opportunity to network with other people from across the country who 

share your passion for the trail 

A subscription to Wagon Tracks which is the SFTA’s quarterly journal of news, 

scholarly articles, book reviews, and other valuable news. 

And,  the opportunity to support a nationally-recognized association that is 

working hard to preserve this fascinating part of our American history. 

 

JOIN NOW! 

Name 

 

Mailing Address 

 

Email       Phone 

 

Membership Type: ____Youth (18 & Younger) $15.00 ____Individual $25.00 ____Family $30.00 
 

Make Checks Payable to Santa Fe Trail Association and Mail Checks and this Form to: 

Ruth Olson-Peters, Treasurer / Santa Fe Trail Center / RR3 / Larned, Kansas 67550 

 

Friends of Boggsville 

2011 Membership Application 
 

Boggsville is one of the most-significant historic sites in Southeastern Colorado. Founded in 

1862 by Thomas Boggs, the site became a major site along the Santa Fe Trail and an impor-

tant ranching and agricultural center in the area.. Kit Carson, John and Amache Powers, Wil-

liam Bent, and other notable persons lived in or near Boggsville. Richard Carrillo, the Direc-

tor of Boggsville, is an active member of Bent’s Fort Chapter and often gives lectures and 

leads tours for our group. Membership privileges include... 

A subscription to the quarterly newsletter, The Boggsville Times 

A Membership Card 

Special discounts for Boggsville events + 10% off all Trade Room Purchases 

 

JOIN! 

Name 

 

Mailing Address 

 

Email       Phone 

 

Membership type: ___Regular/Family $25.00 ____Sponsor $100.00 ___Patron $200.00 

   ___Lifetime $300.00  ___Benefactor $1,000.00 or more 

 

Make Checks Payable to Friends of Boggsville and Mail to: Friends of Boggsville / PO Box 68 / Las Animas, CO 81054 



BENT’S FORT CHAPTER 

2011 
MEMBERSHIP ENROLLMENT 

Gift Memberships Make Perfect Gifts! 

Your Name (Please Print) 
 
 
Mailing Address 
 
 
Email Address 
 
 
 
Home Phone (_______)____________________  Cell Phone (_______)________________________ 
 
 
Membership Type: ___BFC Individual/Family $15.00 ___Lifetime $500.00  ___Business or Organization $25.00 
Your Membership is a ___ New Membership  ___Renewal 
May we send you your newsletter and announcements via email? ___Yes   ___No 
Make checks payable to Bent‟s Fort Chapter. Mail your check and this sheet to: Emery Murray, Treasurer, 231 Vigil 
Ave, Las Animas, CO 81054. Emery‟s contact information is (719) 456-2050 / murbelo_38@yahoo.com 

Name (Please Print 
 
Mailing Address 
 
Email Address 
 
 
Home Phone (_______)____________________  Cell Phone (_______)________________________ 
 
Membership Type: ____BFC Individual/Family $15.00 ____Lifetime $500.00 ____Business or Organization $25.00 

Name (Please Print 
 
Mailing Address 
 
Email Address 
 
Home Phone (_______)____________________  Cell Phone (_______)________________________ 
 
Membership Type: ____BFC Individual/Family $15.00 ____Lifetime $500.00 ____Business or Organization $25.00 

Name (Please Print 
 
Mailing Address 
 
Email Address 
 
Home Phone (_______)____________________  Cell Phone (_______)________________________ 
 
Membership Type: ____BFC Individual/Family $15.00 ____Lifetime $500.00 ____Business or Organization $25.00 



Inside This Is
sue…. 

 
Picture Canyon Tour 

Kitty Overmyer & Jeff C
ampbell 

Presentations 

Chapter & SFTA Updates 

Book News 

Volunteer Time & Money 

rodpodszus@gmail.com 

(719) 339-5543 

1507 North Weber Street 

Colorado Springs, CO 809 


